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But go thou and preach the kingdom of cob. 


ND à glorious and delightful, as 
well as honorable, employment it 
muſt be, to one, whoſe mind is 
properly impreſſed with the na- 
ture and importance of this work; 
5 which cauſed an eminent Preach- 
er once to exclaim, © I would not exchange a pul- 


pit for a crown and a diadem.” And with good 


reaſon too ; for what are all the ſplendid regalia 
of Princes, but "momentary toys? And thoſe who 
wear them, how ſoon, with all their pomp and pow- 
er, muſt they drop into the duſt ! While, on the other 

Rand, they, who turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall' _ 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament,” and wh. 
finally wear © a crown n of glory that fadeth not away.” 
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In proportion to the magnitude and impaxtance of 
this work, an anxious concern muſt ariſe in the minds 
of thoſe employed in it, to underſtand and be well 
acquainted with the nature and deſign of it, that they 
may diſcharge their truſt with fidelitynd comfort. 
The paſſage, which have now read, may aſſiſt us 

in this important inquiry,” b | 

Without entering into a particul conſideration of 
the immediate connection of the —_- the pre- 
ceding context, it is ſufficient, for Mr preſent pur- 

poſe, to obſerve, that they were ſpoken by our bleſſed 


SAVIOUR, to one of his followers, commanding him =» 


i” devote himſelf, immediately, to a very important 
work—a work, of far greater moment, than any 
worldly concern whatever; greater than even that 
of attending the funeral obſequies of 'a dedeaſed 
parent. A duty, which, in other circumſtances, fil- 
ial piety would have made in@iſpenſable. This is 
evident, from the words immediately connected with 
the text. Let the dead bury their dead; bit g 
thou and preach the kingdom of cop.” As if he had 
ſaid, However commendable and proper a dutiful af- 
fection to parents may be, and which ought ever to 
be cultivated; and however ſtrongly it may urge a ? 


peculiar attention to the laſt honors that can be * 


paid to their memory; yet, when this, or any other 
_ earthly concern, comes in competition with, or 
ſtands in the way of more important duties of relig- 
ion, and particularly that work to which I now 
ſend you, no plea of refuſal can be admitted; you 
are not to confer, a moment, with fleſh and blood; 
but apply yourſelf, without any delay, to the im- 
my portant 
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6 
portant ſervice, to which I have called you. 3 Go | 
thou and preach the kingdom of cob.“ 

The propriety of the words, as a ground of dit. 
courſe, on the preſent ſolemn occaſion, is ſo appa- 
rent, that, hout further introduction, I ſhall at- 
tempt to illuſtrate the follow ideas, exhibited in 
them, and then apply the ſubjea. ». 

I. We ſhall inguire, what is implied in preaching 

the kingdom And, 

II. To whoyWis command is given, or who are 
the perſons on whom it is obligatory. 

I. What is implied in the phraſe, preaching the 

| kingdom of 60D The expreſſion, undoubtedly, i 
of the ſame general import with preaching the goſ- 
pel ; which, it is well known, is, in in the New Teſ- 
tament language, frequently called the kingdom of 
cop. However, there is ſcarcely an inſtance in the 

„ Bible, wherein the ſame general truth is expreſſed 
in different terms, but we ſhall find ſome new ideas 
de ſuggeſted by ſuch a variation of expreſ- 
ion, which ſerve more clearly to illuſtrate and ex- 
plain the ſubject treated of. So, in the preſent in- 
ſtance, there are ſome ſtriking and beautiful thoughts, 
which riſe in the mind, from the goſpel bang denom- 
inated the kingdom of 60D. 

The expreſſion naturally conveys to us. the ideas 
of a King, as ſuprgme head of this kingdom—of 
ſubjects of order and ſubordination—of laws. and 

rules, by which the kingdom is governed—and 
of that happineſs, which muſt reſult from ab juſt 
and equal adminiſtration of this government, and 
que obedience to its laws. Theſe things are obvi- 

. be. _ ouſly 


moſt grateful ideas. 


itleas of tyrants and ſlaves. This 
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ouſly ſuggeſted by that expreſſion i in the text, „ the 
kingdom of 60D ;” and, if kept in view, may ſerve 


to illuſtrate our ſubje&, and ſhow what is chiefly i in- 


tended by preaching the goſpel. 


Kix cpous and K1NGs, we are ſen 
which do not, at t 


e, are terms, 
ſent day, convey to us the 
e are apt, and, perhaps, nat- 
urally enough too, to connet̃t wi 1 theſe terms, the 
be the caſe, 
ut, bleſſed be 


when applied to earthly kingdom 


cob, the kingdom ſpoken of in our text is not of this 


world.” It is not governed by a corrupt Prince, nor 
y unequal laws. It is infinitely removed from 
uſurpation and tyranny ; for it is founded in 


_ righteouſneſs, adminiſtered with perfect wiſdom 


and juſtice, and is calculated to promote the peace, 
liberty, and happineſs, of all its ſu bjects. For it 
conſiſteth in righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in 
the noLY cHosr.” It is a kingdom, which will 
outlive all the revolutions of worldly ſtates and 
empires; it will ſurvive the ſhocks of time, and 
even the laſt general convulſion of nature; and the 
ſubjects of this kingdom will finally enjoy the moſt 
perfect and unchangeable felicity, in a ſtate, eternally 
free from wars, confuſion and fin; and ſhall, them 
<: ſelves, reign as Kings and Prieſts forever.“ 
What a beautiful train of ideas does our text, in chis 
view, afford? Who would not wiſh to belong to ſuch. 
a kingdom as this? Who would not rejoice in ſuch 
a KING, and in the thought of the growing glory of 


his empire? And I may juſtly add, Who, but muſt 


eſteem it a © gh honor and * to be employed 


As 


| 7 
as an ambaſſador—a herald, to proclaim the honor 
of this K1NG, and to perſuade his fellow men to be- 
come ſubjects of his peaceful kingdom; ſaying, in 
the words of he Queen of Sheba to King Solomon, 
„Happy are thy men, and happy are theſe thy ſer- 
vants, which ſtand continually before thee, and 
hear thy wiſdom.” What a privilege, then, what 
an honor, does he confer on thoſe, whom he com- 
miſſions for this work, and to whom he ſpeaks, in 
the pany 10m of the text, Go thou and preach the king- 
dom of cop !” 

But, to return from this if it may be called) di- 
greſſion We will obſerve in the firſt place, chat 
to preach the kingdom of God, is to proclaim 
the univerſal dominion of the great jznovau ; 
that the Lord GOD omnipotent reigns” as King, and 
ſupreme Ruler of the univerſe, That nz, who cre- 
ated all things, does, in the moſt wiſe and perfect 
manner, govern, diſpoſe and direct all things to the 
beſt ends ; guides the motions of all the wheels of 
nature and providence ; has every event under his 
abſolute control; ſo that, under his wiſe and beney- 
olent adminiſtration, we may be ſatisfied, all the af- 
fairs of the univerſe will be conducted in ſuch a 
manner, as to advance his on glory, which is the chief 
end, and alſo to promote the higheſt intereſt and hap- 
pineſs of his univerſal kingdom, which is the great ob- 
ject of his original deſign and conſtant operation. 

So entire and univerſal is the government of this 
glorious King, that he takes equal cognizance of 
+ a ſparrow that falls to the ground,” and of the 
overturning 


8 
overturning of monarchies, the deſolation of armies, 
and the revolutions of empires; for © his kingdont 


ruleth over all.” 


As theſe are among the moſt important truths of 
Rerelstion, a preacher of the kingdom of cop muſt 
be very deficient in his duty, and chargeable with a 


criminal neglect, who does not declare them, Be- 


fades, they are truths which greatly concern the com- 
fort of mankind. Take away the conſideration of 
the allgoverning providence. of cop, and you de- 


prive the good man of a principal ſource of his con- 
ſolation, under all the confu ſions, fins and miſeries, 
which take place in the world. A firm perſuaſion, 


that the LORD REIGNETH,” is the only ſolid ground 
of peace, in the midſt of thoſe clouds and darkneſs, 


which ſo often ſuxtound us, in this vale of tears. 
In the view we have here taken of the kingdom of 


god, all created beings are his ſubjects. Man, therefore, 
in particular, as ſoon as he was made, being an in- 
telligent creature, became a ſubjett of his moral gov- 
ernment, and was under law to cop. This law is 
ſummarily expreſſed in one word, which is Love ; 

love to Cop and man. Which, being founded in 5 
higheſt reaſon, he was bound to pay a ſtrict and 


perfect obedience to it. Conſequently, the tranſgreſ- | 
Gon of this law, being infinitely unreaſonable, juſtly | 


merited and expoſed the tranſgreſſor to the penalty ofit, 


which is death, and © everlaſting deſtruQion from the 


preſence of the 1,0RD, and from the glory of his power.” 
But mankind have, univerſally, tranſgreſſed this 
law of cop's kingdom; and are, therefore, expoſed to 


„ þ 


Fa 
ny 
. 


5 | wy 9 
tze puniſhment denounced in it. How ſhall they 
eſcape or avoid the execution of it? This was a 
queſtion, which no created being in the univerſe 
could ſolve. This, therefore, gave riſe to the interpo- 
ſition of the infinite wiſdom and grace of the great 
KING ; and opened a way for the eſtabliſhment of 
another kingdom, if it may be ſo called, which, in ; 
the divine economy, is properly diſtinguiſhed by 7 45 
the appellation of the KINGDOM or GRACE. To 
the conſideration of which, we are now prepared, 
feconaly, to proceed. And, 
(1.) Of this kingdom, it is primarily to be obſerv- 
ed, that the Lord jesus cuRisT is the anointed and 
conſtituted king. Agreeably to Pſalm ii. 6. 
have ſet my kix d upon my holy hill of Zion.” In 
preaching the kingdom of cop, it is of the firſt im- 
portance, that this truth be held up to view ; and 
that the character of this glorious x1xc be clearly 
deſcribed, and his office and work frequently inſiſted 
on, as ſet forth in the ſacred Oracles. 

Trzre, we find, that this perſon is no other 
than THE SON oF 60D. And yet he is allo called 
THE SON OF MAN. His name is thus variouſly ex 
preſſed, undoubtedly, to point out both Eis divine. 
and his human natures. For, with reſpect to the 
former, it is expreſsly aſſerted, * This is the TRUz 
coD and eternal end And that he is over a)! 

D cog BLESSED FOREVER. And Vet, ſo © great is the 
myſtery of godlineſs,“ that this very perſon, as the 
| ſcriptures inform us, did, in the fulneſs of time, be- 
come GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH, and dwelt a- 
„„ among 


1 John v. 20. 
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mong us.” And, therefore, with propriety, he is al- 
ſo called the son or man. 
Tas is the glorious, the illuſtrious character, whom 


the FATHER hath anointed and ſet as © xinG, upon 


his holy hill of Zion ;” and, as a mediator, has 
made him alſo ** head over ALL THINGS ;” all crea. 
tures being ſubjeQed to him. | 

This is the xinG whom we are to proclaim i in our 
preaching. One clothed with divine authority, hav- 
ing all power in heaven and earth in his hands. 
And, at the ſame time, one who is © meek, having 
ſalvation.” * A juſt cop, and yet a Savior.” 

But it 18 neceſſary farther to obſerve here, that the 
character and work of cRRISsT, which is the great 
ſubje& of goſpel preaching, comprehends more than 
merely his regal office. In accompliſhing the work; 


for which he came into our world, we are taught, 


that he ſuſtained a prophetic and a priefily office, as 


well as that of a Kix. That he was the great 


teacher ſent from cop, to © ſhew us the Father,” 


and to reveal the only way of acceptance with cop 
unto eternal life, That he alſo “ gave his life a 


ranſom” for finners—became * obedient unto death,” 
in the room of guilty men; that he thereby ma- ean 
atonement, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
nefs, which is the only foundation of a ſinner's juſ- 
tification before o. And that, in conſequence of 
this, whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall receive for- 
givenels of ſins and obtain everlaſting hte.” Which 
leads us, in the next place, | 

(2:) To ſpeak of the SUBJECTS of this king 


dom . 


It 
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It is of peculiar importance, in preaching the king- 
dom of cop, that the marks and characters of theſe 
ſubjects be clearly defined, according to the only 
unerring ſtandard, the word or cop. Here we 
find, they were once, like the reſt of mankind, in a 
ſtate of awful rebellion againſt their rightful Sove- 
reign - oppoſed to his laws, character and govern- 
ment—** children of wrath, by nature“ and would 
have continued in this ſtate, forever, had not the 
ſovereign, free and boundleſs grace of their of- 
fended x1x6, interpoſed, to prevent their ruin, by 
turning their hearts to himſelf, and, “ in the day of 
his power, making them his willing people.” By 
this, their hearts are won over to an everlaſting at- 
tachment to their KING, and to his cauſe and inter- 
eſt; ſo that it has become dearer to them than their 
own; yea, than all other intereſts in the univerſe. 

Indeed, there are many who profeſs to be friends 
to him, who are nomznally his ſubjects, and who cry 
5 LORD, LORD,” and yet are real enemies to him, in 
heart and practice. So there are, often, traitors to 
be found in every kingdom and commonwealth a- 
mong men, who make pretenſions to loyalty and 
| patriotiſm ; while they are oppoſed, in their hearts, 
to the government they are under. Theſe traitors 
are, ſometimes, though not always, detected, and 
meet the juſt vengeance of the ſtate. So it will be, 
finally, with all the pretended ffends, but real ene- 
mies, of cag1sT's KINGDOM. 

His true ſubjects are eſſentially Uiſtioguiſhed 
from thele, by this mark, that they are, in heart and 


fe 
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life, as well as in profeſſion, friends to their KING. 
They have deliberately and cordially choſen him 


for their saviok and their LoRD ; and make it the 


great buſineſs of their lives to ſerve and obey him, 
And this brings me to obſerve, - 1 4 Th 

(g.) That to preach the kingdom of 60D, it is of ſpe- 
cial importance to proclaim the Laws and regulations 
of this kingdom. No community or ſtate can ſub- 


ſiſt long, with any tolerable degree of order and 


happineſs, without laws and rules, by which they 
mult be governed. Indeed, there are errors and 
imperfections to be found in all human governments 
and laws. But, not ſo, with reſpect to thoſe of 171 
kingdom. Thele are all abſolutely perfect; calcu- 
lated to promote the greateſt happineſs of the king- 


dom, and of all its ſubjects; for they are all“ holy, 


Juſt and good.” | 
It is true, that, according to theſe laws, the ene- 
mics of this kingdom are to be puniſhed with great 
and awful ſeverity, Thethreatenings denounced a- 
gainſt rebellion, are very pointed, and exceedingly 
terrible. Their language is, He that believeth not, 
{hall be damned.“ Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh.” And, The wrath of cop is re- 
vealed from heaven, againſt all ungodlineſs and un- 
righteouſneſs of men.” But, terrible as theſe threat - 
enings are, they are no more than proportioned to 


the crime againſt „Rich they are pointed; and will, 
| therefore, be cordially approved of, by all the real 

friends and ſubjefts of the kingdom, as juſt and 
_ righteous, Indeed, they all flow from infinite wil- 


dom 
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dom and goodneſs; and are neceſſary to preſerve 
order in the kingdom, to ſecure the honor and 
dignity of the divine government, and to pro- 
mote the higheſt intereſt and happineſs of its ſubjects. 
Thus does it appear, that, in preaching the kingdom 
of cob, it is of great importance to inculcate the 
laws and regulations by which its ſubjeQs are to be 
governed, and to which they all owe a willing obe- 
dicnce and ſubjection. Once more, 

(4-) The peculiar yarviteces, belonging to this 
kingdom, are, by no means, to be paſſed over in 
lence. Theſe are ſuch as become the character of 
the great Head of the kingdom to confer ; and ſuch 
as might naturally be expected from a being ſo per- 
fe, ſo infinitely wiſe and benevolent. Free yaRbow 
of all their former rebellion—reception into his fa- 
vor and family—protefion from their enemies con- 
ſtant proviſion for their ſupport and comfort pecu- 
liar tokens of his love and care—divine aids under all 
their trials here—ſpecial conſolalion and ſupport, in 
the hour of death—a final deliverance from all fin, 
and fſuffering—admittance into his immediate preſence, 
and to the full enjoyment of perfed bing in his 

cyerlaſting kingdom hercafter. 

| Theſe are the honors and PRIVILEGSS,. which be- 


long to, and will be conferred upon, all che loyal and ---- 


happy ſubjects of the kingdom of cob, and which, 
they who preach it, are bound to proclaim. —8 | 
_ Having thus conſidered what is implied in the 
command in the text, we proceed, briefly, to ſhow, 


as was propoſed, 
II. To 


| 


i4 


——— 


II. To won this command is given, Go thou 
and preach the kingdom of cop,” To this important 


queſtion, the inſpired oracles afford a full, clear 
and ready anſwer. The wiſdom of cop has not 


left this point involved in ſuch uncertainty, as to 


make it impoſſible, or even difficult, to aſcertain it. 


It is an object of too great importance, to be left to 
the wiſdom or to the will and humor of men. The 
KING of Zion has clearly pointed out the character 
and qualifications of thoſe, whom he ſends'\upon this 
important buſineſs, And they are deſcribed by the 
following marks. | 

Firſt, men or KNowLEDGE. For ignorance, 


- eſpecially of the great ſyſtem of doctrines in 


divine Revelation, and thoſe other branches of 
ſcience, which are neceſſary to enable the preacher 
to explain, rightly divide and defend thoſe doc- 
trines, totally diſqualifies a perſon for this work. 
A Novice, i. e. one rude, ignorant and unlearned, is 


expreſsly forbidden to enter upon the work of 


preaching the goſpel. It is an arduous employ- 


ment, and requires a great deal of labor and exer- 
tion of the head, heart and hands, to diſcharge it 


with fidelity. Cloſe and diligent application to 


reading, meditation and prayer ; above all, a con- 


ſtant and prayerful attention to, and ſtudy of the 


holy Scriptures ; for it is from this ſource that“ the 


man of God is to be thoroughly furniſhed for his 


Work.“ 


Nor is it ſufficient that he be poſſeſſed of a doc- 
trinal, or merely ſpeculative knowledge of divine 
TEE g truths; 


truths; he muſt have an EXDEXIMENTAIL acquaint- 
ance with them; having felt the power and efficacy 
of them upon his own ſoul, as well as experienced 
the conſolations of the goſpel. There certainly ap- 
pears to be ſomething more than an abſurdity in a 
perſon's being employed to promote the honor 
and intereſt of a kingdom or ſociety, who is, at 
heart, an enemy, and utterly oppoſed to that king- 
dom. What muſt naturally be expected as the 
conſequence, in this caſe ; but that he will, when 
opportunity preſents, act agreeably to his real char- 
acter, and betray its deareſt intereſts into the hands 
of its enemies? No propoſition, ſurely, can be more 
rational, no truth more important, than this, that 
they who preach the kingdom of 60D, ought to be 
firm and cordial friends to this ungdom, and to 
prefer its intereſt ** above their chief joy. 
AxornEx mark by which the goſpel preacher 
is deſcribed, is, a READINESS AND FACILITY OF COM= 
MUNICATION. It is expreſsly required, that they be 
apt to teach.” A man may be poſſeſſed of a good 
underſtanding, of many acq uired accompliſhments, 
and of undoubted piety and goodneſs ; and, yet be 
wholly deficient in this point; not having a facul- 
ty of communicating what he does know, with that 
perſpicuity and eaſe, which are neceſſary to render 
him a uſeful preacher, and a workman that need 
not be aſhamed.” 

To THESE, muſt be added, an EVIDENT CALL OF 
Divine PROVIDENCE, by ſuch concurring circum- 


ſtances, as clearly ſhow it to be the will of 8 
| | that 


that the perſon qualified, ſhould enter upon "this 
work. Such as harmony, and a good degree if not 
an entire unanimity, among the people with whom 


he is called to labor; a proſpect of a 1 aſonable and 


comfortable ſupport among them; and ſuch appear- 


ances, in other reſpects, as render it hopeful, that he 
may prove a uſeful Miniſter in his day, and not la- 


bor in vain, or ſpend his ſtrength for nought. 


But we paſs to the 


IMPROVEMENT 


of the ſubject; which would naturally ſuggeſt a 
great variety of remarks. A few of them, only, will 


be juſt hinted at; and weſhall cloſe with thoſe re- 


flections, which are more immediately pertinent to 


the preſent occaſion. 


The ſubject leads us to reflect, what cauſe of 
thankfulneſs have we, that the Kingdom of cob, 
which is a kingdom of grace, has been ereQted in 


this fallen world! No ſuch bleſſing was ever indulg- 
ed the apoſtate angels. Upon their rebellion, 


they were doomed to endleſs woe, without hope of 


relief. But to fallen man, cop has proclaimed a 
free pardon to all thoſe, who ſhall repent, ſubnut, _. 


and return to their allegiance. 


How ſad, then, is the reflection, that chere mould 


be fo many among mankind, who turn @ deaf ear 


to theſe gracious offers from their offended Sove- 
reign ; and obſtinately refuſe a cordial ſubjection to 


him, and how righteouſly might ſuch be left of cop 
to receive the puniſhment ſo juſtly due to their re- 


bellion ! | 


But 
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But, amidſt all the ingratitude, infidelity and 
wickedneſs, that prevail at this day, in the goſpel 
world, our ſubje& ſtill affords a joytul prolſpect, 
to all the benevolent friends of Zion, of the future 
great increaſe and advancement of tn; kingdom, in 
the latter day glory; and the preſent aſpect of prov- 
idence, compared with the word of cop, gives no 
ſmall ground to believe, that period is faſt ap- 
proaching ; when univerſal peace and love ſhall 
reign on earth ; when wars ſhall ceaſe, and * all 
ſhall know the Lord, from the greateſt to the leaſt.” 

How earneſt ſhould chriſtians be in prayer, and 
what great encouragement have they, to continue 
inſtant” in it, for this happy event. 

Furthermore, the preceding ſubject tend a juſt 
and ſcriptural criterion, by which to determine who 
is the faithful Preacher of the kingdom of cop. He i is 
one, who has a cordial friendſhip, a ſupreme love to 
JESUS CHRIST, the great Head of this kingdom. 

He will, therefore, endeavor clearly to explain and 
hold up to view, his true character, as ſet forth in the 
word of cop ; as the brightneſs of the FATHER's glory 
and the expreſs image of his perſon. © As Imman- 
uel, cop with us: To whom are aſcribed divine hon- 
ors ; and who, of right, claims divine prerogatives ; 
which conſideration alone could give ſuch dignity to 
his charaR@er and work, as to render him capable of 
making a ſufficient atonement for lin, and bringing in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs. | 

He will, alſo, with great earneſtneſs, preach and 
inculcate upon his hearcrs, the Laws of ' Chriſt's 

G | kingdom ; 


* 
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kingdom; and that a uniform, conſcientious obedi- 


ence to them, is the only evidence of real love to 
auklsr and his kingdom. On which ground, he 
will“ affirm conſtantly, that they who believe, be 
careful to maintain good works.” And that, © by 
their fruits we are to know” who are, and who are 
not, the friends of cob. 

It is ſeaſonable, further, to remark, that our ſub- 


ject preſents the moſt powerful motives to miniſteri- 


al faithfulneſs, that can be conceived of. The hon- 
or of the great coy—the precious cauſe and intereſt 
of our divine REDEEMER—OUr own peace and com- 
fort—and the everlaſting ſalvation of our fellow fin- 
ners, are all, moſt intimately, concerned in our fidel- 


ity in this work. How frequently, then, my breth- 
ren, ſhould we examine our views and conduct, and 


call ourſelves to an account, how we have diſcharg- 
ed our duty ; whether we have preached the pure, 
unadulterated goſpel of jzsys chuisr; not tempo- 
rizing, to pleaſe the corrupt humors of men ; but 
boldly and faithfully declaring the whole counſel of 
cob, that we may be © pure from the blood of all 
men!“ 1 A 

But, on this ſolemn occaſion, how muſt the mind 


of our younger brother be impreſſed with the moſt 


ſerious concern, who is, this day, to be ſeparated to 


the great and important work of reechtY the king - 
dom of cop ! 


In the view, sIR, of the vaſt importance of this 
work, as it ſtands connected with everlaſting conſe- 


quences, to yourſelf and your hearers ; and under a 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe of your own weakneſs and inability, is not 


your heart ready to tremble at the proſpect before 
you ; and to exclaim, in the language of the apoſtle, 
« Who is ſufficient for theſe things? The work indeed 
is great and arduous ; and the reſponſibility, which is 
attached to it, is, ina peculiar manner, a conſideration, 
which adds amazing weight to the employment; as 
you are to © watch for ſouls, as one who muſt give 
an account.” You will naturally reflect upon that 
ſolemn paſſage in the word of coD, which declares, 
that if any ſouls ſhould finally periſh, through the 
watchman's neglect or unfaithfulneſs, their blood will 
be required at the watchman's hand. But be not diſ- 
couraged, brother. Your work is with the LorD. 
If you are faithful in kis ſervice, and make it the 
great aim of your miniſterial labors to win ſouls to 
EnRIST, and to advance his kingdom in the world; 
though you ſhould not have the happineſs to be 
ſo ſucceſsful as you may defire ; yet, you will be 
glorious in the eyes of the Loxp, even © though 
| Ifrael ſhould not be gathered ;” and will be © a 
ſweet ſavor to cob, both in them that periſh, and 1 in 
them that are ſaved.” 
Hear, then, the voice of your Maſter, ſaying to you, 
this day, Go thou and preach the kingdom of co = 
and, for your encouragement, hear him alſo ſaying, 
of you are obedient to his command, ko, 1 AN 
WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN TO THE END.” If you 
have his preſence, you have . And re- 
member, alſo, that, © without hi, you can do noth- 
ing.“ Mg 
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We wiſh you a divine bleſſing in this great un- 


dertaking; and that you may be a wiſe, and ſucceſs- 


ful laborer in the vineyard of our LoRD; be inftru- 


mental in turning many to righteouſneſs, and, at laſt, 


ſhine as a diſtinguiſhed tar forever, in the eien 


1 Of GOD. 


Tux FLOCK OF CHRIST, in this place, we corded 
ly congratulate, upon this occaſion. We rejoice 
with them, that after the late frown of Divine Provi- 
dence, in the ſorrowful removal of their late beloved 
paltor by death, whoſe labors they enjoyed for ſo 
very ſhort a ſeaſon ; that the great Head of the 
Church has diſpoſed their hearts to unite in the choice 
of another, who, we ſincerely hope, will be made a 
rich and laſting bleſſing to them and their children. 
Receive him, brethren, in the LoRD ; and eſteem him 
highly in love, for his work's ſake. Encourage his 


| heart, and ſtrengthen his hands, by a diligent at- 


tendance on his adminiſtrations ; and by all thoſe 
acts of kindneſs and love, which are juſtly required 
and expected from your mutual relation to each 
other. Above all, © brethren, pray for him, that 
he may be taught of Go, that ſo he may be able to 
teach you. That he may win many ſouls among 
you to JESUS CHRIST ; and may he who ſows, and 


they who reap, at laſt meet together, and rejoice for- 


ever, in he kingdom of cop. 
To conclude. The foregoing ſubject, and the 


thoughts which have been ſuggeſted by it, may, with 


great propriety, be applied to this numerous and 
ſolemn aſſembly; and ought to excite very ſerious, 
g but 
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but different ſenſations, ALS to the differing 
charaQters i in it. 

We have, all of us, been mi in a land of 
goſpel privileges, and ordinances; we have had 
the kingdom of cop preached to us; and have been 
carneſtly invited to become ſubjects of it. What the 
effect has been, cop knoweth ; and will ſhortly call 
us to a ſtrict and ſolemn account. By nature, we 
have all been in a ſtate of rebellion againſt the glo- 
rious King of the univerſe, and refuſed to have him to 
reign over us. Has the rebellion and oppolition of 
our hearts ever been ſubdued ? We have been in- 
vited, yea, entreated, to be reconciled to cop ; to come 
into, and partake of the rich and everlaſting bleſſings 
of his kingdom; and we are ſtill the ſubjetts of theſe 
gracious calls, If we have obeyed them, and have 
complied with the offers of mercy, happy are we 
indeed; happy in the favor and protection of our 
KING and $Av1oR, while in this world; and here- 
after we ſhall ſee his face in peace, and ſhall live and 
reign with him forever in glory. 

But if, notwithſtanding all the means of grace 
and the peculiar advantages we have enjoyed, any of 
us continue rebels to Gob, and refuſe ſubjection to 
JESUS CHRIST as our SAVIOR and LORD ; awful, in- 
deed, and unſpeakably hazardous, is our ſituation, 
It will be more tolerable for the heathen, in the day 
of judgment, than for us. It becomes all ſuch, 
therefore, to realize their true and ſorrowful condi- 


tion; immediately to renounce their rebellion, and 


Hy to the mercy ſeat, while it 1s © an accepled time, 
and 


. 4 

and a day of ſalvation, ” Otherwiſe, the xu DM or 
cob, will, in a very ſhort time, be preached no more 
to them; and their juſtly offended x1xc, will riſe 
up in anger, and ſhut the door of mercy forever 
againſt them, Wherefore, © let us hear his gracious 
voice, today, and not harden our hearts,” 
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WE, the Preſbytery, hereunto called in 
the providence of cop, and in virtue of authority de- 
rived from the Founder of Chriſtianity, having ſol- 
emnly ſeparated and ordained you, Mr. Waap 
Corrox, (by prayer and the laying on of our hands) 
to the work of the Goſpel Miniſtry, in general, with 
authority to preach the word, and adminiſter the 
ordinances of cop, whenever and wherever you ſhall 
be regularly invited thereto ; do, now, declare you 


to be the ſpecial Biſhop and Overſeer of the firſt 


Chriſtian Church and Society in Boylſton. | 
As you are ſet apart to this ſacred employment, 
let me ſtir up your pure mind, by way of remem- 
brance of the duties of your high and holy calling. 
Accordingly, I, who am an elder, (as thou alſo 
now art,) exhort you, before cop, and the LoRD E- 


jus CHRIST, (who ſhall judge the quick and the dead 


at 


24 


at his ſecond appearing in the glory of the 
Father, ) that you take heed to the miniſtry you have 
received in the Load, to fulfil it. 

Take heed, therefore, unto yourſelf, and unto all 
the flock, of which the noLyY 6HosT hath made you an 
overſeer, to feed the Church of cHRIS, which he has 
purchaſed with his own blood. You will conſider 
this flock as your peculiar charge ; to their ſervice 
you will, then, devote your time, and every talent 
the cop of nature or grace bas beſtowed upon 

you. While this people ſupport you, neceſſity is 
Jaid upon you, and wo be unto you, "In you preach not 
the goſpel.” 

Preach the word; cop's word; not as many, who 
corrupt it with human inventions, mixtures, or ad- 
ditions, | 
Take heed unto your dofrine,” what you 
teach and preach. Feed this flock with the ſincere 
milk of the word, that they may grow thereby, up to 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of currsr. 
Ihe holy ſcriptures are committed to you as a ſac- 
red depofitum : Theſe you are to open and explain; 
and teach or preach nothing but what is clearly con- 
tained therein, or may be fairly and eviden:ly de- 
duced therefrom. As an ambaſſador from the Prince 
of Peace, your inſtructions are all laid before you 
in the Bible. © All ſcripture is given by inſpiration 
of cob, and is profitable for doftrine, for reproof, 
for correction, and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs; 
that the n f cop, the Chriſtian Miniſter, may be 
perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good works.” 

| The 
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The Bible, then, you will make your chief ſtudy, 


that you may rightly underſtand that, and preach it | 


faithfully to your hearers; not following cunningly 


deviſed fables, which, as an ignigſatuus, only mil- 


- 


lead. You are ſet for the defence of the goſpel, a- 
gainſt all who would oppoſe or corrupt it. In this 


age of infidelity, when ſome, profeſling themſelves 


wiſe, become fools, and employ their wit, not rea- 
ſon, to decry the wiſdom of cop, it is particularly 
important, at, from a thorough examination of all 
the evidences of Chriſtianity, you endeavor to be 
well grounded, rooted, and ſettled in the faith; 


whereby you will be the better able to confirm and 


eſtabliſh the faith of others ; and by clear reaſoning to 


convince gainlayers, and to put to ſilence the igno- 
rance of fooliſh men. 


I ſhall not take upon me to tell you what to 


preach in particular. I claim not mfall:bility, nor 
any dominion over your faith, I know not any 
right I have, authoritatively to enjoin on you to 
teach and preachgaccordin g to my Creed, or a grecable 
to my ſyſtem of divinity. It is your right, nay 


more, as you will anſwer it to cop, it is your 


duty, to examine and think for yourſelf, and to 
preach what, after painful and prayerful in- 
quiry, appears to you to be the truth as it is in 
JESUS, © calling no man Maſter upon earth. On? 


is your Maſter, even cirisr. And to your own 


Maſter you muſt ſtand or fall.“ In the ſermons of 
our LORD, and of his Apoſtles, you have eminent 
patterns of goſpel preaching. 

D- Lou 
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You will frequently advert to that ſolemn appeal, 


which St. Paul made to men, reſpecting the matter 


and the manner of his preaching, and his fidelity in 
the diſcharge of the duties of his ſacred embaſſy ; 


and, inimitation of ſo bright an example, © keep back 
nothing which may be profitable to your hearers, 


nor ſhun to declare the whole counſel of God; teſti. 
fying, to all, repentance towards ob, and faith to- 
wards our LORD JESUS CHRIST. And ſuffer none of : 
the trials you meet with to move you, neither count 
your life dear unto yourſelf, ſo that you may finiſh | 
your courſe with joy, and the miniſtry you have re- 
ceived of the LHD JESUS, to teſtify the goſpel of the 


grace of GOD.“ Study to ſhew yourſelf approved 


unto cob, a workman who needeth not to be aſham- 
ed, rightly dividing the word of truth; and, as a 
faithful and wile ſteward in the houſe of cop, give 
to every one his portion of meat in due ſeaſon ; 
ſeeding the lambs, as well as the ſheep of the flock ; 
not aſſuming dominion over their faith, but ftriv- 
ing to be a helper of their joy. Beanſtant in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
authority, and with all long ſuffering and doctrine; 
teaching every man, and warning every man, that; 
if poſſible, you may preſent every man perfe& in 
CHRIST JESUS, 

You will urge mankind to a ſeaſonable and dili- 
gent uſe of the means of grace ; but, cautious of at- 


tributing the falvation of man to outward means, ſole- | 


ly, and knowing that, in bringing ſinners to final 


| happineſs, you are a laborer together with cob, you 


Will 


* 
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will never ceaſe to pray for this people, that the en- 


ergy of coD's HOLY SPIRIT" may ever accompany all 


y your ſacred miniſtrations ; and render them effectu- 


al means of convincing and converting finners ; 


and of building them up in holineſs and comfort, 


through faith, unto falvation ; preſſing it upon them 


to be working out their own ſalvation, with fear and 


trembling, while cop, by the efficacious influences 


of his spik Hr, is working in them, to will and to do 


of his own good pleaſure. 


«© Take heed,” alſo, unto the manner of your | 


preaching. Having your mind deeply imprefled 


with the ſenſe and weight of eternal concerns; and 


feeling a joint perſonal intereſt in the great truths 


you preach to others, you will ſpeak as becomes the 


oracles of cop ; not with thoſe theatrical airs and 


geſtures, which, however they may befit a ſchool- 


boy, or a youth Juſt completing his academical ſtud- 


ies, by no means become the ſacred deſk, nor him 
who is ſpeaking, i in the name of cop, to ſinful men: 


But with that gravity and ſolemnity, that earneſtneſs 


and pathos, which the reference of theſe things to 


men's final flate will generate and inſpire. - And 


never attempt to ſupply the want of matter, by the 
mere graces of compolitisn, or to court the tempora- 


ry applauſe of the ignorant, inſlead of the laſling 


approbation of the deſerving. 


Take heed unto yourſelf,” as well as to your 
dofrine and manner of preaching. Endeavor to 
make yourſelf maſter of your buſineſs. Stirup the 


gifts you are poſſeſſed of, Give attendance to read- 


ing, 
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ing, meditation and Prayer, that your advances in 


miniſterial furniture may appear to all. Take heed 
unto yourſelf,” to the ſtate and welfare of your own. 
ſoul, leſt, after having preached to others, you 
ſhould be a caſtaway. 

Take heed unto yourſelf,” how you Alive and * 
Sia in the world. Give no offence in any thing, 


Y 


that the miniſtry. be not blamed.” Be wile as a ſer- 


pent, and harmleſs as, a dove. Let no man deſpiſe 
you; but, by dignity and propriety of conduct, mag- 
nify your office ; and be thou an example to all, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, 1 in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity; in all things ſhewing thyſelf a patterth of 
good works. 

As you are br ought near to GOD, to do the forvicw of 
the temple of the LorpD, and to ſtand before the 


Congregation to miniſter unto them, ſee that you 


give no occalion to the enemies of the Lord to blaſ. 
pheme; but let © holineſs to the LorD,” be written 
on all your ſervices, and on all your enjoyments. 


Take heed how you behave, with reſpect to your 


Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry. 


You will avoid that luſt of Diotrephical preemi- 
nence, which ſome hanker after; and while you 


wiſh to be ſeen and known, among your brethren, 


according to your age and rank, and acccording to 
your ſtation in the church of cop, you will, as a 
modeſt, (a ſure ſign of a ſenſible) man, ſhun thoſe 
forward, aſſuming, dictatorial airs, . which by no 


means become the face of youth in the preſence of 


age. Be not found Imiting your fellow ſervants z 
. | neither 
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dender play the biſhop in other men's " pariſhes : : 
nor liſten to the diſaffected therein, from a ſordid 
thirſt for popularity, or that you may riſe upon the 
ruins of others, leſt you ſhould have occaſion * ſay, 
As I have done, ſo cop hath requited me. 

Adminiſter the ordinances of enRISI's appoint- 
ment to the proper ſubjeQs thereof; making a dif- 
ference between the clean and the unclean. Vet never 
impoſe unſcriptural terms, for chriſtian communion, 
upon any. Make not the door of admiſſion into 
cuR1sT's church narrower than he has made it. He, 
who well knew what was in man, admitted a Judas 
into his firſt little church. You will ſtrive to keep 
up the diſcipline appointed by cuztsr in his houſe. 
Prefer not one before another. Do nothing by par- 
tiality. 

The powers of ordination belong to you. When- 


ever, therefore, you are called to ſeparate perſons to 


this work, make a proper uſe of your power, for the 
glory of cob, the intereſt of religion, the credit and 
reputation of the Clergy, and the peace, order and 
unity of the Churches. Lay hands, 0 on no 
man; neither be partaker of other men's ſins. 
Introduce not a novice into the miniſtry, leſt, be- 
ing elated with pride, he fall into the comdemna- 


tion of the devil. It is not every fellow who thruſts 


himſelf into the pulpit, who is fit for the miniſtry. You 
are bound to judge of {heir* qualifications, who are 
called by a people, and offer themſelves to this fer- 
vice. The things, therefore, which you have receiv- 
| ceived ok us, before all thſe witneſſes, the ſame com- 
| mit 


— 
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mit you to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach 
others alſo ; men of good abilities, fair moral char ' 
| aQters, and blameleſs lives. 

In a word ; endure afflictions as a good ſoldier of 
JESUS CHRIST ; for theſe, if your life is ſpared, you 
muſt expect to meet with. The ſervant is not a- 
bove his maſter ; neither he who 1 is ſent, above him 

who ſent him.” . | 

Finally ; remember you watch for "IR as one 
who muſt give an account. You are this day enter- 
ing on your labors. How ſoon, you may be called! 
to give account of your ſtewardihip, is known only 
to him who ſends you forth to labor. You will bear 
in mind the ſhort courſe allotted tothat worthy young 
man, your immediate predeceſſor and let it be a me- 
mento to you, to ** work the works of him, who ſends 
you into his vineyard, while it is day; the night cometh 
when no man can work.“ And, now, we ſay to 
you, dear Sir, if you keep this commandment, unre- 
bukable, and are found faithfully diſcharging the du- 
ties of your office, whether your term be long or 


you could wiſh ; yet you ſhall be glorious in the 
eyes of the LoxD; and when the Chief Shepherd 
Mall appear, you ſhall receive, from his hands, a 
crown of life, which hal! never fade away. So 
nelp you, cop. | | 
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Mort, and though this Iſrael be not all gathered, as | 


RICHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP, 


| Rev. AARON BANCROFT, or Worczsrtts. 


CHRISTI ANITY 1s the conſummation 
of divine goodnels. The ſpirit of the goſpel is 
love and candor -: Its general tendency is to re&ify 


every diſſocial affection in its diſciples ; to refine 
the human character, and to promote the happineſs 


of man through all his relations. Peace on earth 
and good will to men were proclai med by the celeſtial 


| Harbingers of the birth of its Divine Author. But 


the nature of the goſpel has often been miſunder- 
ftcod, and its benevolent intentions have been pervert- 
ed. The profeſſed diſciples of jxsus Um sr have 


often exerciſed tyranny over the conſciences of their 


fellow beings, and ſupported their uſurpations by 


every act of cruelty. Where the power of perſecution 
has been denied—blind attachment to ſyſtem—zeal 


for points of doubtful ſpeculation, have often ſtifled 
the amiable principles of our religion, and excited 
paſſionate diſputes and inveterate parties among 
Chriſtians, The intemperate cry for Paul, Cephas 
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and Apollos, has taken the place of love, candor 
and meekneſs. Fi rom theſe errors, we may all take 
leſſons of moderation. * 

Our civil government makes no diſtinction be- 
tween different denominations of Chriſtians. It 
is for us, individually, to carry into full effect 
the charitable ſpirit of our religion. We cannot 


ſuppoſe, that cop has ſuſpended the rewards of 


immortality upon thoſe conditions, on which the 
genius of ſuperſtition makes them to depend; ab- 


tract ſpeculations and ceremonial rites. Piety and * 


virtue may, doubtleſs, ſubſiſt, amidſt a variety of 
opinions and a diverſity of forms. We ought not 


to require that, at a ferm of communion, which 


G0D does not require as a condition of ſalvation. The 
ſcriptures are an infallible rule to all chriſtians ; 
but the wiſeſt and the beſt of men may err in its ap- 


plication: Our charity therefore may be extended 
to all, who conſiſtently ſupport the chriſtian charac- 


ter. In this way, we ſhall promote unity of ſpirit 


in che bond of peace. 


Under theſe impreſſions, Dear Sir, in the name and 
by the appointment of the Council preſent, I give 
you the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. We acknowl- 
edge you our equal; poſſeſſed of all the privileges 
of a Chriſtain Biſhop. We preſume not to exerciſe 
dominion over your faith ; but we wiſh to be the | 
helpers of your joy. By this ſacred pledge, we al- 
low your right of private judgment, and promiſe a 
correſponding practice. We proffer you our friend- 
ſhip in che walks of private life, and our advice and 

aſi ſtance 


| 4 . 


. „ 


aſſiſtance in the buſineſs of your probation. In 


every ſuitable way, we engage to cooperate with you; * 


in the promotion of a kingdom of righteouſneſs, 


peace and joy. From you, we expect the like of- 


fices of friendſhip, advice and aſſiſtance. 
: Gop ALMIGHTY bleſs thee, my Brother. May he 


ti clearneſs io thine underſtanding and improve- 


ment to thy ſtudies ; may he add length to thy life 


and luſtre to thine example ;- ſucceſs to thy miniſte- 
rial labors, and to thy fidelity the crown of glory. 


| The: Chriſtian Church and Society in this place 
will Deepwour congratulation on the events of this 


day. With you we have noticed the diſpenſations 
of Providence, in the repeated and quick removal of 


your miniſters : With you we mourned the early 


death of your late Paſtor. We applaud your ſpirited 
exertions in ſupport of the public inſtitutions of the 


goſpel : We rejoice at the unanimity and order 
which have attended the choice and induction of 
your preſent Miniſter. He relies on your friend- 
ſhip. your candor and ſupport. We are perſuad- 
ed, you will, by a ſerious attendance on his miniſ- 
try, encourage his heart, and ſtrengthen his hands. 
Your own ſalvation, and the happineſs of your chil- 
dren, urge this duty upon you. The ſtate of ſociety 
with us, renders the attention to the public worſhip 
and inſtruction of the Sabbath highly important. 
The increaſing wealth of our country opens daily new 
channels of luxury and diſſipation. Arguments of 
general ſcepticiſm are placed before the public in 
their moſt engaging forms. Every ſeducing ſpecu- 
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lation finds an emiſſion from the pre. The friends 


of mankind muſt wiſh to counteract this exceſs of 


of liberty, b y uſeful information and religious impreſ. 


ſions Þ by habits of ſober reflection and good prac- 


tice. © No methods can be conceiyed better calculate 


ed to impreſs the unexperienced mind with a ſenſe 
of moral obligation, to enforce the laws of religion 
on conſcience, and to furniſh armor of defence 
againſt the ſeductions of a wicked world, than the 
public inſtitutions of Chriſtianity. By the regular 
attendance of yourſelves and your families at the Al- 


tar of pz1TyY may you expect, that energy will be 


given to your private inſtruction and example. Your 
Miniſter will riſe up and make a good report of 
you ; your children, and call you bleſſed. 

May the cop of peace and love delight to dwell 
with and to bleſs you. 

When IEsus ſhall a ſecond time appear, may you, 
your Paſtor, and all to whom he ſhall miniſter, with 
alu, enter into the joys of Heaven. 
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